Embassy of India
Tokyo

Report on Festival of India in Japan 2014-15

Dance Festival - 3 to 310ctober 2014

The Ministry of Culture has decided to organize “Festival of India in Japan 2014-15". This was
announced during the visit of Prime Minister, HE Mr. Narendra Modi to Japan from 30 August to 3
September 2014. Programmes planned during the Festival of India in Japan 2014-15 include Dance
Festival, Exhibition of Indian Buddhist Sculpture in Tokyo National Museum from 17 March to 17
May 2015, Symposium on Buddhist Manuscripts on 26-27 November 2014, Buddhist Chanting for
peace in Fukushima and Hiroshima from 3 to 8 November, Literary Festival, Film Festival and Food
Festival. While the Festival of India in Japan was started with Bhartnatyam on 4 October 2014, it
was formally launched by Shri Shripad Yesso Naik, Honorable Minister for Culture and Tourism and
Mr. Akihiro Ohta, Minister of Land, Infrastructure, Transport and Tourism of Japan on 27 October
2014.
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Banner of the Festival of India in Japan 2014-15

4 to 31 October - Dance Festival

The Dance Festival was the essential part of the Festival of India in Japan 2014-15, which



included more than 22 performances in 20 cities across Japan by the Bharatanatyam, Manipuri,
Kuttiyattam and Mohiniyattam dance troupes visiting from India. All the troupes gave successful
performances in the major cities of Japan.
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4 to 12 October - Bharatanatyam Dance Troupe

A 15-member Bharatanatyam Dance troupe from Sangeet Natak Academy, Kalakshetra
Foundation, Chennai, came to Japan to take part and perform in Dance Festival as part of the Festival
of India in Japan 2014-15. The troupe gave successful performances at Durga Puja-Diwali Festival in
Tokyo, Namaste India Festival in Kariya City, India Mela in Kobe city and Shimane, Ehime and Hyogo
prefectures. The group gave a total of six performances in Japan.

Bharatanatyam Dance

Date Place Audience VIP’s Media
4 0ct 14 Ota City Hall for Durga Puja in Tokyo 500
50ct14 Namaste India Festival at Kariya City at 13:00-13:40 & 15:00- 280 Mayor of City
8 Oct 14 Performance at Shimane University at University Hall 150 President of University
90ct 14 Performance at Amacho, Okinoshima, Shimane prefecture 150 Mayor of City
11 Oct 14 | Performance at Ehime University Nanka Memorial 200 Mayor of City
12 Oct 14 | Performance at India Mela in Kobe 500 Mayor of City

Bharatanatyam Dance Trope in Kariya City

haratanatyamﬁé;lce Troupe in Kariya City
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Bharatanatyam Dance Troupe at Ehime University ' ) Bharatanatyam Dance Troupe at Ehime University
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Bharatanatyam Dance Troupe at India Mela Kobe } Bharatanatyam Dance Troupe at India Mela Kobe

13 to 19 October - Manipuri Dance Troupe

A 16-member Manipuri Dance troupe from Jawaharlal Nehru Manipuri Dance Academy,
Imphal, came to Japan to take part and perform in Dance Festival as part of the Festival of India in
Japan 2014-15. The troupe gave successful performances at Diwali Mela in Yokohama City, Nara,
Miyagi and Sendai prefectures. The troupe also performed at the Vivekananda Cultural Centre (VCC),
Tokyo on 14 October 2014 in the presence of honorable Member of Parliament of India Mr. Tarun
Vijay who was on an official visit to Japan. The group gave a total of four performances in Japan.

Manipuri Dance

Date Place Audience VIP’s Media
14 Oct 14 | Performance at VCC Hall Embassy of India in Tokyo 170 Ambassadors
16 Oct 14 | Performance at Onagawa Town Elementary School Gymnasium | 200 Mayor of City K. Nippon
17 Oct 14 | Performance at Izumity hall Sendai 1000 Mayor of City
19 Oct 14 | Performance at Diwali Mela in Yokohama City 400 Dy. Mayor of City
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Manipuri Dance Troupe at Vivekananda Cultural Centre Tokyo
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Manipuri Dance Troupe at Onagawa Elementary School } Manipuri Dance Troupe at Onagawa Elementary School

Manipuri Dance Troupe at lzumity Hall in Sendai Manipuri Dance Troupe at lzumity Hall Sendai

Mampurl Dance Troupe at Diwali Mela Yokohama Manipuri Dance Troupe at Diwali Mela Yokohama
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“Manipuri Dang:e Performance”
Y

Dancers from Jawaharlal Nehru Manipur Dance Academy
As part of the Festival of India in Japan 2014 - 15

Date: 14 October 2014

Time: 1830 to 1930hrs FREE Admission/ A 4} 8€ ¥}
Place: Auditorium of VCC Embassy of India
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Manipunt danceis an Indian classical dance forms
originated from Manipur, a state in north-castemrn India on
the border with Barma. Manipur surrounded by mountains
and geographically isolated at the mecting point of the
orient and mainland India. Manipuri dance is purely
religious and its aim is a spiritual experience. Development
of music and dance has through religious festivals and dally
activities of the Manipuri people. Movements of the body
and feet and fadcial expressions in Manipun dance are subtle
and aim at devotion and grace,
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18 to 26 October - Kuttivattam Dance Troupe

An 8-member Kuttiyattam Dance troupe from Sangeet Natak Academy, Kalakshetra
Foundation, Chennai, came to Japan to take part and perform in Dance Festival as part of the Festival
of India in Japan 2014-15. The troupe gave successful performances in Osaka, Niigata, Gumma,
Yamagata, and Miyagi prefectures. The group gave a total of seven performances in Japan.

Kuttiyattam Dance

Date Place Audience VIP’s Media
18 Oct 14 | Performance at Sakai City Festival 3000
19 Oct 14 | Performance at Sakai City Festival 10000 Mayor of City
21 0ct 14 | Performance in Niigata at Sado City Amusement Hall 350 Mayor of City
22 Oct 14 | Performance at Niigata city prefecture hall 1000 President of NNN
23 0ct 14 | Performance in Gumma at Takasaki City Gallery 300 Vice Mayor of City
24 Oct 14 | Performance at Tsukioka Hotel Convention hall 150 Mayor of City
26 Oct 14 | Performance at Maple Kan, Nattori City, Miyagi 250 Director of YSA
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Kuttiyattam Dance Troupe at Sakai City Festival Kuttiyattam Dance Troupe at Sakai City Festival




Kuttiyattam Dance Troupe at Niigata Prefectur

Kuttiyattam Dance Troupe at Gumma Prefecture Kuttiyattam Dance Troupe at Gumma Prefecture




Kuttiyattam Dance Troupe at Maple Kan Miyagi
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27 to 31 October - Mohinivattam Dance Troupe

Kuttiyattam Dance Troupe at Maple Kan Miyagi '

An 11-member Mohiniyattam Dance troupe from “Centre for Mohiniyattam Institute” came
Japan to take part and perform in Dance Festival as part of the Festival of India in Japan 2014-15.
The “Centre for Mohiniyattam Institute” is perhaps the only institution of its kind in India, which is
exclusively devoted to the cause of Mohiniyattam. It has been established in Delhi in 1995 by Smt.
Bharati Shivaji, a prominent Mohiniyattam dancer with a branch in Kerala. The troupe gave
successful performances at the launch of the Festival of India in Japan 2014-15 in Tokyo, Gumma
and Okinawa prefectures. Minister of Land Infrastructure, Transport and Tourism in Government of
Japan, HE Mr. Akihiro Ohta, Minister for Tourism and Culture in Government of India, HE Mr.
Shripad Yasso Naik, and Ambassador HE Mrs. Deepa Gopalan Wadhwa witnessed and attended the
performance given at the launch of the Festival of India in Japan 2014-15. Total number of
performances given in Japan was 5.

Mohiniyattam Dance

Date Place Audience VIP’s Media
27 Oct 14 | Performance in Tokyo at Kita Senju Theater 1010 at 1830hrs 500 Ministers NHK
28 Oct 14 | Performance in Gunma at Chiyoda town Koonji Autumn Festival 300




30 Oct 14 | Performance in Okinawa at Okinawa National Theater 1800hrs 700 Mayor of City _
31 0ct 14 | Performance in Okinawa at Okinawa Chinan High School 1100hrs Mayor of City _
310ct 14 | Performance in Okinawa at Nakadomari Middle School 1700hrs 400 _—

Mohiniyattam Dance Troupe at Koonji Autumn Festival
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Mohiniyattam Dance Troupe at Okinawa National Theater Mohiniyatfam Dance Trodpe at";bkinéwg National Theater
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Mohiniyattam Dance Troupe at Okinawa Nakadomari Middle School ~
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Mohiniyattam Dance Troupe at Okinawa Nakadomari Middle School






